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An Earnest Appeal of the Rev. J. A. Mason, once 
a Methodist Preacher, but now a Roman Catho- 
lic Priest. 

When I am told the Bible is the ‘Religion of Protes- 
tants, the word Protestant presents an idea of such un- 
bounded and intricate meaning, that I must confess it is 
difficult to comprehend its extent, or unravel its perplex- 
ity. 

‘¢ The Protestant Religion must be true, as the Bible 
is the sole rule of its faith, A Member of the Church 
of England, therefore, must be right, because the Bible 
is the sole rule of his faith, and he is a Protestant. The 
Presbyterian must be right, because the Bible is the sole 
rule of his faith, and he isa Protestant. The Socinian, 
who shakes the pillars of revelation, must be right, be- 
cause the Bible is his sole rule of faith, and he is a Pro- 
testant. Thus, while Infidelity and Catholicity lie at the 
opposite extremes, inaccessible to her influence, Truth, 
with the variety of a chamelion, and the velocity of 
lightning, beams on each chequered and deformed sys- 
tem that fills up the immense interval!!’’ 

HIEROPHILOs. 


My Respected F riends and Brethren in Christ: 


In this age of religious dissension and fa- 
naticism on the one hand, and of indifference 
and infidelity on the other, it becomes an im- 
portant duty for every human being to reflect 
on what foundation he stands, as regards the 
doctrines of the religion he professes, and 
the authority of the Church, or sect of which 
he is a member. A modern Protestant wri- 
ter has very justly remarked: “sincerity in 
all professions is commendable, and in the 
Christian character indispensable; but if sin- 
cerity, as such, independent of any particu- 
lar creed, or mode of worship, good, or bad, 
can recommend us to the power of the Al- 
mighty, then moral and theological truth is of 








no use to man. St. Paul was a zealous Jew, 
and verily believed he ought to do many 
things contrary to the name of Jesus of Na- 
zareth; so he breathed out threatenings and 
slaughter against the Christians. Did this 
belief justify blasphemy and persecution? 
And is it to be inferred that when a man 
really believes error, he is by the reality of 
this belief constituted virtuous? This would 
open a door to all the evils of the most out- 
rageous fanaticism, and abrogate the whole 
moral law under pretence of conscience.— 
No firmness of persuasion can authorize a 
man to act wrong on the pretence of consci- 
ence; we should learn even to suspect the 
possibility of guilt, mixing itself with what 
we call our speculative opinions. Error may 
be innocent, but not as long as truth lies be- 
fore us, and we may, if we do our duty, dis- 
cover it.” In reading this paragraph, and 
many others in this writer’s work, we could 
not but heave asigh at the melancholy re- 
flection, how near he approaches to the tem- 
ple of truth; nay, up to the very portals, and 
yet he passes by. He has light enough to 
see the unity, unchangeableness, and uncom- 
promising necessity of this virtue, but he has 
sufficient darkness, or insincerity to prevent 
him from finding the “ pearl of great price.” 
However, the principles he has laid down are 
excellent; as so many dala, we may calculate 
upon them with accuracy; as a foundation, we 
may build upon them with security. 

If the Christian religion be of Ged, and I 
hope no one of my readers doubts it, then 
there is a body of pure, unmixed, moral and 
theological truth existing in the world, and 
that not only in the Holy Scripture, which is 
silent under every interpretation, and sub- 
jected to the private opinion of every Pro- 
testant reader, and which rule of interpreta- 
tion, necessarily leads to contradiction and 
error—Not only does this body of theological, 
or gospel truth exist in an undefined manner 
in the Bible, but it exists in the same full un- 
adulterated state, as it existed many years 
before the New Testament was written, and 








| some centuries before the canon of the Holy 


Scripture was closed and defined to be the au- 
thentic word of the Apostles, and the infalli- 
ble word of God, viz: in a living body of men 
believing this system of revealed truth, and 
in a living body of Pastors invested with au- 
thority to teach it to the world. In other 
words, as there was a Church believing and 
teaching this truth, founded by Christ at the 
beginning, so there always has been, is now, 
and always will be, the same true Church, 
believing and teaching the same true faith, 
or body of theological truth in every age of 
the world. 

These are the first necessary principles of 
all religions professing to be the revelation 
of God. If religion be of God, it must be 
unchangeable in its nature, and, consequent- 
ly, uniformly the same. And if it be reveal- 
ed for the use and benefit of man, then the 
same reasons which induced the Divine Being 
to reveal it first, must induce him to preserve 
it to all future generations; and moreover to 
preserve it in such a manner, as that it may 
be infallibly identified and distinguished from 
error. Here we have asure, plain, and per- 
petual text, and to this touchstone let each 
one bring his respective Creed and Church. 

In pursuing a subject of such vital impor- 
tance, it is of the utmost consequence that 
we snould keep our minds quite free from all 
prepossessions and prejudices, and put our- 
selves in the condition of a person who has 
been brought up in no retigion, has read no 
books, heard no tales of religious gossip, and 
whose understanding is not blinded by guilty 
attachments to passion, interest and vice; and 
consequently whose mind resembles a carte 
blanche, free to receive the impressions of 
truth. Let us not, therefore, inflame our 
passions by mutual recriminations, or spend 
our time in investigating external ceremonies; 
or censuring what we deem superfluities in 
religion; this would be like despising the 
jewels because of the form of the casket in 
whith they are contained, And after all, 
who is to define what are superfluities, and 
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what are not? There is no end to refine- 
ments of this kind. The learned Reformers 
of the Church of England, cut off all cere- 
monies which they deemed superfluous in the 
Catholic Church, and retained such as were 
esteemed necessary for the decency of di- 
vine worship, and were sanctioned by anti- 
quity! The Calvinists have cut of many of 
these. The Methodists have reformed them- 
selves still more.. The Quakers stand off 
even from the Methodists as guilty of hat- 
worship, idolatry in kneeling at the sacra- 
ment, and conformity to the world, both in 
the cut of their coats and the forms of their 
religious observances. There is no point 
where you can stop. Mind, my friends, what 
I say, and what millions say besides me; for 
the Catholic Church throughout the world, 
with one voice proclaims to you—There is 
no point either in the ceremonies, discipline, 
or doctrines of religion, where you can con- 
sistently stop out of the Catholic Church. It 
is all down hill from the pinnacle of Catholi- 
city, down to the lowest abyss of Infidelity 
and Atheism. 

You, my Methodist brethren, I address 
with more peculiar interest for many reasons. 
Because you are a people I once was proud 
to call mine. I was born among you; nur- 
tured among you; educated in part among 
you. I mingled in all your assemblies, par- 
took of all your spiritual benefit, eat of the 
same bread, drank at the same fountain. I 
sucked in predilection for you and for the 
whole of your economy with my mother’s 
milk, and every prayer, every instruction, 
yea, every word and look of that parent tend- 
ed to increase my affection towards you.— 
Your interests spread their fibres through 
my soul, and entwined their wreathes of plea- 
sure round my heart. It was this that induc- 
ed me to labour among you, and I have spent 
ten of the best years of my life in your ac- 
tive service. No one, I appeal to those who 
knew me, was ever more prepossessed in fa- 
vor of Methodism, or hated with more decid- 
ed aversion the Religion I now profess. And 
whether I was idle, or useless, or a seeker of 
gain in your service, I fear not to appeal to 
those whom I have served. I trust I shall 
not be deemed to boast, under present cir- 
cumstances, when I say many a time, nay, 
many ascore time, have I consumed my mid- 
night oil in providing for your spiritual wants; 
many a day have I travelled far, and served 
three congregations in the same day, and re- 
tired home at night, through wet, and cold, 
and storms, with no other reward than a little 
food, and the pleasing hope that I had done 
my duty. 

There are few things indeed in which I can 
presume to compare myself to an Apostle— 
but in these, if any man may boast, I can 
boast also. To whom have I been chargea- 
ble—of whom did I receive any gain? These 
hands have ministered to my necessities out 
of my own stcres; and I counted it all joy to 
spend and be spent for you. Ye people of 
the Ashby de la Zouch circuit, where I began 
my toil—of parts of the Leicester and Lough- 
borough circuits, were I have occasionally 
laboured—of the Burton on Trent circuit, 
where I followed Mr. Chettle, and witnessed 
the effects of his spirit on the people at Alre- 
was—of the Burslem circuit, where I have 
also laboured—of Lichfield, where I was the 
first Methodist Preacher, I believe, that ever 





addressed a Methodist audience; where I 
found but one person a Methodist, where I 
preached the first sermon to a few persons in 
the house of my old friend, Mr. Joshua Rid- 
ger, ut the Wharf, and where I left a chapel 
and 23 in society—finally, in the Wednesbu- 
ry circuit—in the numerous places of which 
I have laboured by day and by night—I chal- 
lenge you all to say, whom I have injured, 
of whom I have taken gain, whom I ever wil- 
fully neglected, or whenever brought a scan- 
dal on your cause? 

It was while I was in the habit of filling 
that same pulpit which Mr. Chettle now fills, 
that the Catholic Religion came more imme- 
diately under my notice; and upon this sub- 
ject I had the happiness and honour to meet 
the Rev. Gentleman whom Mr. Chettle has 
met, and whom he so unjustly vilifies—and 
a more candid, honourable, and respectful 
antagonist I never met, or hope to meet again. 
I consider that it was but just to hear each 
side of the question, to suffer a Catholic 
clergyman to explain his own religion, to be- 
lieve him on his word, and particularly when 
coroborated by other collateral evidence. I 
gave the Catholic religion a candid examina- 
tion, and the result was the painful, but entire 
conviction of its truth. On that conviction 
I embraced it, contrary to the habits of my 
former life, contrary to the dispositions of 
my nature, of love, domestic comfort, and 
personal independence, and contrary to all 
the ties of interest and friendship. My con- 
version to the Catholic religion rendered me 
morally dead to all my former companions 
and associates; broke the spell that had hi- 
therto rendered life a pleasing dream; strip- 
ed me at once of all that patronage and sup- 
port in the way of trade I formerly enjoyed; 
and, like a shipwrecked mariner, drifted me 
on a foreign land, where I possess nothing, 
and gain little more per annum for my perso- 
nal wants, than I could save before at the end 
of the year. 

Since my conversion I have been reduced 
by affliction, and placed on the verge of the 
grave. My old friend above named, whom I 
shall ever esteem, came eleven miles to see 
whether the prospect of eternity would not 
shake my constancy, and alarm my fears; but 
he found it quite the reverse, and departed, 
expressing himself satisfied. And, indeed, 
may I not ask any of you as reasonable men 
—Why should I be in love with damnation, 
and post to hell with my eyes open? Is it 
disgust, or revenge, or interest? If any of 
these had been my motive, they all would 
have lost their powerful charm in that impor- 
tant moment, when all appeared lost to me in 
time, and my next pulsation seemed likely to 
launch my soul into a boundless eternity, and 
hurry it to the presence of its Judge. And, 
indeed, setting aside the awful consequences 
of violating my conscience, I should have 
acted a foolish part to have espoused the Ca- 
tholic Church, with all its restraints, its in- 
conveniences, obloquy, poverty, and labours, 
with the loss of the favour of all among whom 
I lived, and to be deemed a renegade, an 
apostate, in fine, a lost soul by all whom I 
prized in this world. Did Mr. Wesley doso 
when expelled from the Churches? Did 
Alexander Kilham do so when expelled from 
the Methodist connexion? Did Mr. Cook 
do so, when called to an account for his true 





opinion respecting the direct witness of the 


spirit? Finally, did Mr. Clues and his party 
do so, when restrained from holding camp~ 
meetings? And if they did not do so, through 
disgust and expulsion, should I have aeted 
wisely in voluntarily resigning my office 
among you, and going over to the Catholic 
Church, when so many other sources were 
open to me, attended with no ignominy, no 
privations, but where I might still have re- 
tained my office, the favour and support of 
all kinds of Protestants, and have had the 
pleasures of hymen into the bargain? Mr. 
Bridgnell, the then superintendent, and who 
is the very reverse of NM 

thing amiable as a man, a friend, and a preach- 
er, exclaimed, on my resigning my office, 
my papers, and class money to him in my 
own parlour: “ O Mr. Mason, you astonish 
me: you will become a Catholic, and I had 
|rather you would become any thing else.”— 
| Mark, reader—a Jew, Turk, Heathen, Athe- 
ist, or any thing, rather than go back to that 
church which has existed from the beginning 
—which converted our Saxon ancestors from 
Heathenism, to the Christian faith—which 
built our churches, established our national 
liberties, and of whose faith and communion 
all our fathers were for near 1000 years. 

But if Mr. Bridgnell was astonished at my 
conversion, and very good reason he had for 
astonishment, how much more must his won- 
der be increased when he is told, that that 
aged parent, who had been a constant mem- 
ber of the Methodist society, without a bro- 
ken link, for more than 40 years, and whose 
steady principles and upright deportment, 
gained her the esteem of all who knew her, 
and who was frantic with grief, and pined 
with anxiety at my conversion, is now a Cae 
tholic! That that sister, who hung upon him 
on that memorable occasion, as a child on its 
parent, venting her grief in sad complaint, 
and bitter invective against the Rev. Gentle- 
man who was the cause of what was consid- 
ered the greatest misfortune our family ever 
experienced; that this sister is now a con- 
vert, and her husband, a sensible and respec- 
table preacher for some years, is a convert 
too! 

And what can explain this wonderful 
change, but that common well-known maxim, 
* Truth is powerful and will prevail?” Here 
I am now at Stourbridge, a poor Priest of 
the Catholic Church, and, however poor my 
situation, or despised my office, I can lay my 
hand upon my heart and say, I would rather 
be the poorest Catholic Priest, than be the 
emperor of the world! Yes, my God, I es- 
teem it to be the greatest honour and happi- 
ness you could have called me to, to be ac- 
counted worthy to minister at the meanest of 
your altars; and trust, by your holy grace, 
when called upon, I shall be ready to seal the 
truth with my blood. On you, my Metho- 
dist brethren, whom I have left behind, I of- 
ten look with affectionate sorrow. You think 
I have erred, I think you are erring. Nay, 
I am sure of it, if God be God, and truth be 
truth. [ Continued. 


From the Catholic. 


ON ROMANCE WRITING. 
Umbrarum hic locus est, somni, noctisque sopore, 
This is the region of phantoms, of dreams and soporific 
night. 


In the whole history of British literature, it 





r. Chettle, in every . 
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were impossible to point out an age so abound- 
ing in works of fancy; in love tales and ro- 
mances; in every species of uninstructive, 
frivolous, and worse than all, demoralizing 
fictions, as the one we live in. Every week 
ushers in some new publication of this sort, 
either in prose, or verse; and such is the taste 
of the times for these insignificant, absurd, 
and, except to their authors and publishers, 
unprofitable, if not pernicious lucubrations; 
that no sooner is a fresh one announced from 
the press, than all are striving with the im- 
patient curiosity of children, who shall have 
the earliest reading of it. As a whet to this 
puerile appetite for devouring up every new 
story that is forthcoming; and, in order to 
heighten our curiosity; a whisper is slily 
sent abroad, and industriously circulated con- 
cerning it by those who have an interest in 
the quick sale of the work; and, who pos- 
sessing the true tact of the trade, having pre- 
viously felt the pulse of the public on such 
matters, know well how to raise and keep up 
the general expectations; especially if the 
author has already succeeded by some such 
performance in making himself a favorite 
with the lovers of this species of composi- 
tion. Like skilful anglers, who know the 
colour of the busk that takes best; if the tale 
of Waverly, for instance, or Guy Mannering, 
of Childe Harold, or Lalla Rookh, has prov- 
eda successful bait; they never fail to fur- 
nish you with a regularly continued succes- 
sion of productions, pompously announced 
as issuing from the same patent mint and 
wholesome manufactory. You have them of 
all sorts, shapes and sizes. In every book- 
seller’s window they are seen staring you in 
the face, and thrusting themselves upon your 
notice: each with the head that hatched it, 
adorning its frontispiece; and seemingly be- 
wildered in the endless images of its own 
imaginations; while the writers of all that is 
good and gracetul; of all that is truly learn- 
ed, classical and useful; are thrust into the 
back ground, even where such are to be had; 
and forced to give place to these ephemeral, 
but fashionable authors of the day. 

All this, however, in the way of book-mak- 
ing and book-selling, is very natural, and 
not at all to be wondered at. Neither au- 
thors nor publishers will neglect the golden 
opportunity thus afforded them of improving 
their circumstances. The only thing sur- 
prising is, that notwithstanding the frivolous- 
ness of such works, to say nothing of their 
immoral tendency; their composers have all 
along met with unparallelled success; such as 
none of our most learned and first rate au- 
thors could ever boast of having obtained. 
The precious works of these are left uncalled 
for, in obscurity; while the hot-bed, mush- 
room productions, so rapidly springing up 
from the agglomerated filth, and dunghill fer- 
mentation of obscurity; and even the jejune 
crudities of ignorance and folly, alone are 
sought after; though when stripped of the 
charm of novelty, the only thing that recom- 
mends them to notice, they are thrown by as 
waste paper, and devoted to perpetual obli- 
vion. 

What a satire does not this undeniable fact 
imply on the perverted taste of the present 
generation? J know an author who offered 
to the publisher of that doggerel mass of im- 
piety, Don Juan, for which other almost as 
valuable. lucubrations he pays so dearly, a 


| work upon charity. Charity! said the pub- 
lisher, without ever deigning to look at the 
‘manuscript, charity is a subject that will nev- 
/er take with the public. The like condem- 
‘nation passed upon it by other publishers on 
learning only its title; who speaking as they 
did from experience, rejected it at once as an 
unprofitable concern. Bring us, said they, 
1a good novel; that is sure to go through at 
least one edition; and thus to remunerate us 
for our trouble. 

It were needless to anticipate those reflec- 
tions on the depraved taste of the age, which 
must instantly offer themselves to every one’s 
mind on learning these particulars. But I 
caanot help making a few observations on 
the dangerous tendency of the works in ques- 
tion. 

The least excéptionable of them are just 
good for nothing but killing time; by with- 
drawing the mind from every rational, useful 
and virtuous reality; and ingulfing it in the 
interminable chaos of fancy; where, partici- 
pating in the author’s dream, its whole facul- 
ties are absorbed in the intense observation 
of the shammed feats of wrial phantoms; the 
motley offspring of some idler’s brain, or the 
hopeful vision of some needy, or greedy som- 
nambulist. 

And is merely killing time, however agree- 
able it may seem to many, who feel their ve- 
ry existence a burthen to them, no evil? Has 
youth nothing more necessary, or useful to 
learn, than the feigned feats of some bully 
baron: the difficult intrigues of some amou- 
rous couple, crowned always right, or wrong 
with ultimate success, or the avsurd stories 
of water kelpies, hobgoblins and enchanted cas- 
tles? Have parents no more important du- 
ties to attend to; servants no labours to per- 
form?—Have those in health no pursuit more 
rational, or the sick no purer source of con- 
solation, than romance-reaaing? And when, 
neglecting all besides they have fully perus- 
ed the tale most to their liking; let them tell 
me, if they can, what good they have gained 
by it. Nothing, they must own, but a dead 
loss of time, if not the relish for vice into 
the bargain. And is this indeed no evil?— 
Our time is our all. for which too at the last, 
we would readily give whatever else we pos- 
sess, nor grudge any sacrifice made only to 
prolong it a little. And while we have it, is 
this the best use we can make of it? just on- 
ly to fling it away uselessly; to get rid of it 
at any rate, because we are quite sick and 
weary of it? Strange and unaccountable in- 
consistency! To make it our study how to 
squander that away which we wish most to 
retain; though we know that what we lose of 
it, is lost to us for ever; and that in the whole 
it is but very limited. Nor is it even at our 
own disposal, to use it as we choose. It is the 
talent entrusted to us, only for an uncertain 
term, which we are expected to improve by 
laying it out to interest; and on the produce 
of which we are to subsist in a future state of 
being that never ends: if, while we possess 
it, we neglect to turn it to any profitable ac- 
count, where will be our provision for that 
eternity of existence, upon which we are 
doomed so soon to enter; for from no other 
source, but our well spent time, can we derive 
any benefit availing us in the world to come? 

O, but romance-reading is useful in teach- 
ing us the ways of the world; how to speak, 
write and act with elegance and propriety! 














Our minds too are thus habituated to the fin- 
est feelings and sentiments, or we learn by 
example to avoid the snares and elude the 
arts. of seduction. Romance is then in your 
opinion the best school of virtue; and fic- 
tion’s imaginary characters the fittest for 
imitation in real life! Alas! Were those 
who are the most deeply read in novels 
to speak their minds fairly on the subject; 
they would own that this species of reading 
was what proved their virtue’s earliest bane, 
and the final ruin of their morals. The high- 
ly coloured scenes of sensual enjoyment, 
with which such works abound; and which. 
form indeed the principal attractive to all 
such noxious publications, were what inspir- 
ed their first relish for criminal delight; gra- 
dually undermining, and at length wholly up- 
setting their native innocence. Men of plea- 
sure, skilled in the arts of seduction, always 
consider her as their easiest prey, whom they 
observe most fond of reading novels. So 
that it is proved by daily experience that these 
imaginary descriptions, instead of putting us, 
on our guard against the snares of vice, only 
lay us more open to all its captivating and 
demoralizing influence when really turned 
against us. 

The great misfortune is, that such danger- 
ous works, considering the general relish for 
them, are of such easy, and, to an infinite 
degree, variable manufacture. The regions 
of fancy are unlimited, and the scenery and 
objects they afford appear, and vanish at the 
call and caprice of their beholders. Hence 
we find, men and women, young and old, 
beating up for fame in this, if I may call it, 
literary department. And sure it is, their ins 
sect tribes now flutter in their May. 

What has greatly contributed of late to 
this general perversion of taste, is the con- 
trol, which our metropolitan publishers have 
acquired by the nature of their business over 
the productions of genius; which, without 
the previous sanction of the trade, that. never 
considers them in any other light than asa 
ready money making concern to some of its 
speculating members, can never, when edit- 
ed at the author’s private cost, obtain that 
run, which every ignorant bookseller, assisted 
by his brethren, can give for a time to the most 
worthless performance. Thus Midas is made 
the judge of Apollo’s lays, and you may laugh 
as you will at his stupid decision, and point 
in derision at his projecting ears, while he 
regardless of every thing else, contemplates 
in extacy his growing treasure. 

It is this well known advantage, which 
publishers possess, of giving to the works 
they have a personal interest in disposing of, 
a wide and ready circulation, that makes most 
authors apply to them; often yielding them 
up, from a thirst afler fame; the whole gol- 
den fruit of their learned labours. Many 
too are compelled to submit their composi- 
tion to such incompetent judges, from their 
want of the means of publishing for them- 
selves; and to wait with anxiety their appro- 
val, more frgm a wish to gain celebrity, which 
they cannot, but through these acquire, than 
from the meanly interested hope of some 
compensation for their trouble, and the ceding 
of their right to the profits accruing from their 
writings in behalf of the selfish, condescend- 
scending and interested purchaser. 

Such unluckily are at present the only pro~ 
ters of Parnassus; who alone have the pow- 
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er of admitting, or rejecting whom they please, 
and he must be a strong, or subtile genius 
indeed, who can force, or win his way to the 
celebrated mount without their permission. 
Of all those, however, whom they think pro- 
per to let pass, they omit not trumpeting forth 
the names in a manner quite astounding; 
though their hopeful favorites, almost all, in 
their vain attempts to clime the slippery steep, 
have sunk and disappeared, before the echo 
of their praise had ceased: yielding to her 
promoters the monotony of their responses. 

How much is wanted at present, when on- 
ly a Mevius, or a Bavius can look any where 
for patronage; such a club of truly learmed, 
disinterested and honorable critics, as flour- 
ished in the beginning of the last century! 
Such alone are fit to take charge of the sa- 
cred portals! To distinguish aspiring merit, 
and encourage her onward steps: to reject 
all vain and worthless pretenders to renown; 
and direct those subordinate menials, who now 
usurp their superintending functions, whom 
they are to admit, and whom to exclude.— 
Thus again might we soon hope to see ap- 
pearing works that would do honour to the 
human genius, and benefit mankind. 


= 
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ORDINATION. 

The Right Rev. Dr. England, of Charles- 
ton, S. C. conferred on the 21st. Nov. last, 
the Holy order of Priesthood on the Rev. 
Peter Whelan, and of Deaconship on the Rev. 
Timothy Bermingham. 











It seems that Mr. Beecher, a Calvinistic 





Minister, continues his attacks against the 
Doctrines of the Catholic Church. a 
is nothing new, or original in his deductions, | 
or compilations. He derives his information | 
from the corrupt sources of Protestantism, | 
which embraces all the jarring sects from) 
Atheism to Universalism. In his culpable) 
ignorance of the real principles of Catholic 

Faith, he takes for so much Orthodozy, all | 
the calumnies with which the pens of pen- 

sioned libellers in Protestant Countries have | 
wasted so many reams of paper, and against | 
which the Presses seem even still to groan) 
forth the words, ‘‘ shame, shame.’”? We have | 
understood from a respectable quarter, that | 
a Gentleman has taken down in short hand, 

a few of Mr. Beecher’s anti-Catholic rhapso-| 
dies. From our personal knowledge of the 

Stenographer, we have every reason to be-| 
lieve that he has done ample justice to Mr. | 
B. and unless some of the Lectures which| 
he (Mr. B.) has already delivered, appear in. 
print before next Sunday week, we shall use, 
the communications of said stenographer, and 
the several Abstracts which have been al-' 
ready printed in our City Papers, as the, 
ground-work of our series of Lectures, which | 


will commence on Sunday the 16th of this|* “The time will come when they will not | 


month, at 7 o’clock, P. M. in the Church of 
the Holy Cross, and which will be regularly 
continued at the same hour every Sunday 
evening, until the end of the Course. 

We shall make every possible arrangement 
for the accommodation of the Ladies and 
Gentlemen of Boston, who feel disposed to 
hear Catholic Doctrine, and what, we hope 
will appear to them a satisfactory refutation 
of Mr. Beecher’s anti-Catholic invectives. 





We were not a little amused at the last 
convulsive effort of the late Mr. Richardson, 
a Methodist Minister of Hingham, Massa- 
chusetts. Previous to this, our obituary no- 
tice of him in the field of Wesleyan argu- 
mentation we have to state, as far as we could 
learn, that he suffered nearly three whole 
weeks to pass by, without having answered 
our second last reply. Even in his last la- 
borious, fatal effort he took care to leave it 
unanswered and concludes—“ thus—Sir, I 
bid you adieu with this short, but Candid Re- 
ply.” 

What pretensions to candor, the late Mr. 
Richardson had even in his last act, in which 
he ought, if ever, to have told the truth, may 
be inferred from the fact of his having foist- 
ed into a quotation which he took from us, a 
parenthetical remark of his own, and thus in 
his “ moral honesty,” forms a pitiful argument, 
which the poor Editor of the New-England 
Christian Herald thought adviseable to intro- 
duce by way of filling up a corner, and af- 
fording his unfortunate ‘‘ brother”? an oppor- 
tunity of saying something by way of cover- 
ing a desperate retreat. 

The following is the quotation to which 
we allude.—‘‘ The world knows that Metho- 
dism, was never heard of, until John Wesley 


and George Whiteficld broached it in Eng- | 


land, about the year 1735.” 

The version of the late wonderful wiseacre 
in logic, history and Biblical research runs 
thus—“‘ The world knows that Methodism 
(meaning the term) was never heard of,” &c. 
&e.!! 

We would inform the friends of the late 
Mr. Richardson, that we never occupied our 
minds with ‘“ Methodism,” so far as the 
“term” is concerned; but with the untena- 
bility of its doctrines and the spirit of Inno- 
vation which characterized 
Wesley and Whitefield. 


convinced, as indeed we 


its broachers, 
We are thoroughly 
were at the com- 
mencement, that a more appropriate text could 


not be selected by the late aspirant to Me-' 


thodistic distinction than the text he unfor- 
tunately for himself and his cause had select- 
ed, and which we, for the benefit of his 
friends, shall repeat and fill out from his own 
Bible: 


endure sound doctrine: but after their own 
lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, 
having itching ears: and they shall turn away 
their ears from the truth, and shall be turned 
unto fables.” 

We therefore are once more impressed with 
the belief that this late sprig of Theology has 
been a faithful disciple of Don Quixote, 
and with what success the Public who have 
read each side of the question, have already 
determined. His fate will, we trust, be a 
lesson to all future Knights Errant, in their 
efforts against Catholicity, to set out better 
equipped and furnished with common sense, 
improved by logic and literary, as well as 
theological information. They will other- 
wise like him, expose themselves to the ridi- 
cule of an intelligent and enlightened com- 
munity. 





The enemies of Liberty and Religion, not 
content with attacking the Sacred Dogmas of 
“the Holy Catholic Church,” in the Sectari- 
an Papers, are forced from the anti-scriptural 
character of their doctrines to have recourse 
to other means for the execution of their ne- 
farious designs. They have already com- 
menced their libellous attacks upon Catho- 
lics themselves! A horrid design invented 
by the Ministers is fathered upon a few indi- 
vidual Catholics, in order to bring obloquy 
upon the Church of Christ, and thus would 
those Ministers fain work upon the com- 
munity and especially the credulous, but well 
disposed members of their Sectarian Congre- 
gation, to rise and crush our National Inde- 
_pendence, and the Venerable Religion of Je- 
sus. 

A villainous attack of this nature was made 
in Boston some short time ago. We expos- 
\ed the anti-christian character of that foul 








jinvention. A somewhat similar aggression 
‘had been made upon the Right Rev. Bishop 
England, of South Carolina, which he has 
'most satisfactorily refuted, as appears in the 
| present Number. 

The last which we have heard, arose in 
ie the land of steady habits.” A Calvinistic 
Minister vented forth his malignant ire upon 
the Catholic Church, calling her “ idolatrous, 
‘superstitious and ignorant.” A Roman Ca- 
\tholic Gentleman, a Portuguese by birth, 
/known and respected in Hartford and Bos- 
ton, was invited to go and hear the Lecture of 
_a Mr. Tinney, a preacher of the mild, tolerant 
and Orthodox principles of Saint John Cal- 
‘vin; and how great must have been his sur- 
prize when he heard the ancient and Holy 
|Church which Incarnate Deity had built up- 
'on the Apostles, vilified, and abused by an 
/obscure individual, who had probably never 
crossed the lines of his native Connecticut, 
_and whose religious information consisted of 
a few fragments of corrupted history, which 
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he collected and treasured up as so much 

Orthodory, from the trash of mercenary and 
unprincipled writers. ; 

The Portuguese wrote him two letters in 
December, 1829, in which he remonstrated 
against the injustice and falsehoods of the 
Rev. Minister’s Philipics. It appears that 
this tolerant Parson had suffered a great in- 
terval to elapse, without mentioning the na- 
ture of these Communications to the Public. 
But now that he and his Reformation-breth- 
ren are astonished at the rapid diffusion of 
Catholicity throughout this section of the 
Union, by the conversions that, thanks to 
Heaven, are taking place from among them, 
he comes forth and endeavors through the 
Calvinistic and other Sectarian Prints to fas- 
ten a damning imputation of menace upon this 
Catholic Gentleman, and to fill up the mea- 
sure of infamy, has had, reckless, or igno- 
rant of legal consequences, the hardihood to 
state, through the medium of the Mew-Eng- 
land Weekly Review, that the Portuguese had 
absconded! ‘Tus 1s A MONSTROUS FALSEHOOD. 
The Gentleman is in the habit of spending 
his winters in Boston, where he is at present, 
and where we had an opportunity, yesterday 
evening, of reading a Copy of the two let- 
ters which he addressed in 1829, to the Rev. 
Mr. Tinney. 

We saw nothing of this destructive “menace” 
in the tenor of these letters; and the expres- 
sion upon which his Reverence dwelt with aw- 
ful gloom signified nothing more, or less, than 
that if Mr. T. would not be satisfied with the 
remarks contained in those two letters, the 
Portuguese Gentleman would pursue another 
course, by adducing printed authorities in 
confirmation of his assertions, and personally 
presenting them to him. Howtrue it is that 
a guilty conscience needs no accusers, and 
that trifles light as air, are to the jealous 
strong as proofs from Holy Writ. The Por- 
tuguese intends shortly to revisit Hartford, 
where he will not only confront, but confound 
the base and guilty defamer. If these Cal- 
vinists and other intemperate Sectarians be 
thus allowed to insult with impunity, quiet 
and respectable foreigners, or native, or 
adopted citizens, what will become of Ame- 
rican Liberty and the Religion of Heaven, 
both of which are now so evidently menaced 
by the Church and State Party, those wolves 
in sheep’s clothing? 


We insert the following article at the request of a sub- 
scriber who furnished the paper—the U. 8. Catholic Mis- 
cellany—from which it is copied. An article in the 
Charleston Courier, exonerating Bishop England from 
the charge alluded to, had been previously noticed, and 
laid aside for publication. We prefer this as the shortest 
and most direct vindication — Boston Courier. 


Tue Sermon at Cotumsra.—We find that an 
extremely erroneous impression has been created by a 





passage in a letter from a correspondent in Columbia, 
printed in the Mercury newspaper of this city of the 15th 
inst. The phrase was, that ‘‘ Bishop England preached 
a Strong state rights sermon in the hall of the House of 
Representatives.”” We saw the paragraph previous to 
our last publication ; and were somewhat astonished at 
its appearance. We could not, however, then undertake 
to contradict the assertion, though the description of the 
sermon furnished by our own correspondent, whose com- 
munication we laid before our readers, would lead us to 
suppose that the correspondent of the Mercury was in 
error. We took an early opportunity of shewing the 
statement in the Mercury to the Bishop after his arrival 
in this city. He expressed much regret and astonish- 
ment at having been exhibited as using his ministerial 
station for political purposes ; which he declared ‘was 
any thing but the fact. Whatever his political opinions 
might be, he would not upon such an occasion obtrude 
them upon an enlightened audience who needed not his 
lucubrations upon such a topic, and who had invited him 
for a very different purpose. The main drift of his ser- 
mon was a vindication of the Roman Catholic Church 
from the charge of despotism in its constitution, unsuita- 
bleness to republican government, and a spirit of arro- 
gating temporal denomination ; for this purpose, he ex- 
amined the maxims and principles of the church govern- 
ment, and compared them with those of our federal and 
state constitutions, without having any political object, 
and solely for the purpose above stated; and without the 
possibility, as he thought, of its being deduced from any 
principle which he laid down, that one of the States of 
our Union could constitutionally decide that its interpre- 
tation of the meaning of an article of the ¢onstitution 
was to outweigh the authoritative exposition of a majori- 
ty of the states, with a majority of the congress. 

The Bishop had already given his opinion asa citizen, 
upon this political question, in an answer to an invitation 
which he received from a very respectable source : that 
opinion was, he had reason to believe, pretty generally 
known to a Jarge number of those for whom he preached; 
it is yet unchanged, and is not in accordance with the 
character given by the correspondent of the Mercury, to 
his Sermon. He knows not, nor does it matter who 
that correspondent may be ; but in answer to a sugges- 
tion that it probably was the Hon. Speaker of the House, 
whe is the proprietor of the paper, he stated to us that 
he did not think that probable, for his opinions on the 
subject were well known to Mr. Pinckney, and that Mr, 
P. would not certainly undertake to describe a discourse 
which he had not heard. 

The only desire which he has upon the subject, and 
which he wishes us to express, is, that his fellow-citizens 
should not be impressed with the idea that he had abused 
the kindness of the House of Representative by giving 
them a political harangue, when they requested a dis- 
course upon a religious subject. The imporance of his 
individual opinion, upon the question which agitates the 
state, is valued as little by himself as by any of his fel- 
low citizens; and though no one is more deeply impres- 
sed than he is with the absorbing and awful interest by 
which the present crisis is surrounded, he has so far ab- 
stained from interference, that he has not even exercised 
his right of suffrage at the elections. 


TRUE RELIGION. 








[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 142.—No. 18.] 

Q. But do not Catholics pray to images 
and worship wooden Gods? 

A. No: they do not pray to images, nei- 
ther do they worship wooden Gods. ‘‘ The 
Catholic faith and practice is:—to worship 
One God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity;” 
and the Catholic Catechism says, ‘“ that we 
must not pray to images; for they have no 
life, or sense to hear, or help us.” 

Q. Does not the Bible say:— Thou shalt 
not make to thyself any graven image, nor the 
likeness of anything. Thou shalt not bow down 
thyself to them, nor worship them. Exod. xx. 
4.5 


"A. No: Protestants indeed, read in their 
Bible any graven image; but it ought to be 
a graven thing (1) thus the word of God it- 





(1) Pesel. eidolon, glupton and sculptile, in the Heb. 
Gr. and Latin, denote a graven thing, or idol. 














self is corrupted; to make the ignorant peo- 
ple believe, that the Catholics are idolaters— 
because they have images; and that the Pro- 
testants are innocent, though they, likewise 
have images at home; nay, even in their 
churches, they have the absurd figures of the 
lion and the unicorn, stretching their paws 
over the tables of the law, instead of the pious 
picture of our Saviour expiring on the cross, 
How absurd is their conduct in this respect: 
they are scandalized at the Catholics for hav- 
ing images in their chapels, and at the same 
time, take no notice of the senseless images 
in their own Church, like the Lamian witch- 
es, who, at home could see nothing, and 
from home could see every thing. What, 
therefore, is the true meaning of this com- 
mandment. It forbids us to make a graven 
thing to be worshipped, or prayed to; that is, 
it forbids us to make them our gods, or to 
give them any honor whatsoever that belongs 
to God. But this commandment does not for- 
bid to make an image for ornament, &c. be- 
cause after the commandment was given, 
God himself commanded Moses to make imag- 
es—two cherubims of gold, Exod. xxv. 18, and 
place them upon the ark; and from between 
these two images, the Lord would give his 
ordinances to Moses, 22. and Bezaleel made 
two cherubims of gold, and put them on the two 
ends of the mercy-seat..Exod. xxxvii. 7. After 
this the Lord commanded Moses to make an- 
other image: and the Lord said unto Moses, 
make thee a fiery serpent—and Moses made a 
serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole; and it 
came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any 
man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he liv- 
ed. Numb. xxi. 8.9. Afterwards, when the 
tabernacle came tobe placed in God’s temple, 
the temple itself had graven cherubims on the 
wall, And in the most holy house he made two 
cherubims of image work—and they stood on 
their feet and their faces were inward, And he 
made the veil of blue, and purple, and crimson, 
and fine linen, and wrought cherubim thereon. 
2 Chron. iii. 7, 10,13, 14. Also he made a 
molten sea—and two rows of oxen were cast, 
when it was cast, and it stood upon twelve imag- 
es of oxen. 2 Chron. iv. 2, 3,4. And in the 
borders thereof, he graved cherubims, lions and 
palm trees. 1 Kings, vii. v.36. Again, the 
king’s throne was surrounded with images, 
and two lions stood beside the stays, and twelve 
lions stood there—upon the six steps. x. 19,20. 
The prophet Hosea, where he laments the 
desolation of the temple, also laments the 
want of images. For the children of Israel 
shall abide many days without a sacrifice and 
without an image. Hosea, iii. 4. Moreover, 
we read in history, that the woman who was 
cured by our divine Saviour, Matt. ix. 20, 
went and made images of Christ, and herself 
kneeling at his feet; and she placed them, be- 
fore the door of her house in Ceserea Phil- 
lippi; and an herb sprung out at the foot of 
them, and grew for many years, which cured 
those that had the same disorder. (1) 

Q. But is it not wrong for Catholics to 
bow down before images, for the Bible says, 
thou shalt not bow down thyself to them. Exod. 
xx. 5, 

A. Neither does the word of God say— 
thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, but 
thou shalt not adore them. If it is not Jawful 
for Catholics to bow down in their chapels, 








(1) ° Eusebius. 
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how comes it to be lawful for Protestants to 
bow down themselves when they enter their 
churches? Again, why do Protestants suffer 
beggars to bow down at their doors for a mor- 
sel of bread? Their little children bow down 
before the rich; and all the Protestants bow 
down before the Lord’s supper, as they call 
it, and even to an empty chair, in order to 
shew their respect and veneration to an earth- 
ly king; how much more lawful is it for Ca- 
tholics to bow down before a crucifix, in or- 
der to shew their respect and veneration to 





lords, at the very sound of whose name every 

knee shall bow of things in heaven, of things on 

earth, and things under the earth? Phil. iu. 10. 

. If all this be crue, is it not very wrong 

in Protestants to tell such lies of the Catho- 
lic Church? 

A. If these were the only lies, they would 


Jesus Christ, the king of kings and lord a 


have less to answer for; but alas! it always) 


has been, and still is the practice of the Pro- 
testant to belie every part of the Catholic 
doctrine. To refute all their calumnies and 
misrepresentations, would require a large 
volume. I therefore take leave to recom- 
mend to Protestants to read Dr. Milner’s 
End to Religious Controversy, or to consult 
some Catholic Priest, from whom they will 
have an answer to all the objections that ig- 
norance, or malice may suggest. 

In the beginning of our discourse, I shew- 
ed you that the Son of God came from heav- 
en to teach mankind a religion, which was 
most pleasing to himself, and which he com- 
manded to be received, to be believed, and to 
be professed throughout the whole world. 
This command was so express, that he pro- 
nounces a curse against all those who should 
reject it; he that believes not shall be damned. 
Mark, vi. 16. He commissioned his Apos- 
tles to preach the same doctrine, and they 
used their utmost endeavors to convince man- 
kind of the necessity of submitting to it, for 
St. Paul says, that there is but one Lord, one 
Faith, one Baptism, Ephes. iv. 5. The suc- 
cessors of the Apostles have, in every age, 
continued to teach the same, and to hold fast 
the form of sound words, 2 Tim. i. 13. deliver- 
ed down to them from the Apostles by their 
predecessors. And in order to preserve this 
doctrine pure throughout all ages, and free 
from errors our Saviour promised to his apos- 
tles and their lawful successors, that he him- 
self would always abide with them; and more- 
over, that he would send them another com- 
forter, even the Holy Ghost, the Spirit of 
Truth, to guide them into all truth, and con- 
tinue with them forever. Behold, says he, 
Matt, xxviii. 20, I am with you all days even 
to the end of the world. And, John xiv. 16, 17, 
I will ask. the Father, and he will give you an- 
other comforter, that he may abide with you for- 
ever, the Spirit of Truth. it is in consequence 
of these promises, that St. Paul calls the 
church of God—the pillar and support of truth. 
1 Tim. iii. 15, And our Saviour, having 
promised thus to support, assist, and direct 
his church and its pastors, said to them,—he 
that heareth you, heareth me; and he that de- 
spiseth you, despiseth me; and he that despiseth 
me, despiseth him that sent me. Luke, x. 16. 
But, notwithstanding the express command of 
Christ for preserving his faith always the 
same; notwithstanding the constant endeav- 
ors of his ministers to teach and maintain this 


self-conceit, and impatient of subjection, have 
denied that Christ has fulfilled his promise: 
they have, therefore, departed from the 
Church of Christ, and from the Unity of 
Faith; and by abounding in their own sense, 
and following the vicious inclinations of their 
own hearts, have made multitudes of different 
religions, and bewildered themselves in laby- 
rinths of error, Thus fulfilling St. Paul’s 
words, where he says, the time will come when 
they will not endure sound doctrine; but after 
ther own lusts shall they heap to themselves 
teachers, having itching ears: And they shall 
turn away their ears from the truth, and shall 
be turned unto fables. 2 Tim. iv. 3,4. But 
thanks be to God, amidst all those multitudes 
of different religions, and jarring sects of 
Protestants—the Unitarians, Calvinists, Me- 
thodists, Presbyterians, Kilhamites, Baptists, 
Jumpers, Dunkers, Ranters, &c. &c. you can 
easily find out the True Religion of Jesus 
Christ, by following the rules which have 
been laid down in this small treatise. But 
then you must bring along with you the fol- 
lowing dispositions: a spirit of piety, begging 
of the Lord to put you right, if you are wrong; 
a spirit of innocence and purity; and a spirit 
of humility and candor. With these disposi- 
tions, examine the subject well, for no secu- 
rity can be too great where eternity is at 
stake. And oh! remember that the unbeliev- 
ing shall have their portion in the pool burning 
with fire and brimstone, which is the second 
death. Rev. xxi. 8. Ah! this it is, that 
makes the True Religion of so great impor- 
tance, in order that we may escape that mis- 
erable eternity, into which the unbelieving are 
to be cast for ever: to suffer all those dread- 
ful torments which are described in the Word 
of God, and this for no term of years; but for 
as many hundred thousand millions of ages 
as there are drops of water in the ocean, or 
atoms in the air, in a word, for a never-end- 
ing eternity. 





The motives upon which the new Religion was 
brought in. 

It is a great argument in favor of Chris- 
tianity, that (as we find by all the circum- 
stances of its first establishment) neither am- 
bition, avarice, passion, or lust, or any other 
branch of self-love had any share in that 
work, either by influencing the first teachers 
of the Christian religion, or their first con- 
verts and followers, and that neither the one 
nor the other had any honor, interest, or plea- 


a religion, which exposed them to the utter 
loss of all this world could give. But the 
case was quite otherwise with regard to the 
pretended reformation, where both the reform- 
ers and the reformed had so many human 
considerations to bias them in the choice of 
the new religion, that we cannot help sus- 
pecting their motives were not pure. As for 
the preachers of the reformation, they began 
the work by giving a loose to their inconti- 
nence, by breaking through their solemn vows 
made to God, by casting off their monastic 
discipline, by laying aside their canonical 
hours of prayer, their regular fasts, &c.— 
Was all this for God’s sake? They gave up 
to the great ones of this world, all the rights 
and possessions of the Church, and by this 
means kept them close to their interests; not 





same faith, yet many men full of pride and 





to say that they have gained over whole king- 


sure to expect in this world from embracing | 


doms (as Sweden and Denmark) by grati~ 
fying the avarice of the kings. (1) Is it like- 
ly that these princes and great ones had no 
other views in seizing upon church lands, 
and improving their estates at the expense 
of religion, than the greater glory of God? 
The people also were inveigled by these new 
gospellers, by that Christian liberty, which 
they so much preached up; a liberty which 
exempted them, from all obligation of church 
laws, from fasting, confession, penitential 
austerities, &c. A liberty of contradicting 
their church guides, and disbelieving whateer 
ver they pleased in the difficult mysteries of 
faith. In fine, a liberty which reduced all to 
faith alone; divesting good works. of all mer- 
it, and giving up the keeping of God’s com- 
mandments as a thing impossible. Is there 
any thing in all this that can serve to convince 
an impartial judge, that either the teachers, 
or followers of such a reformation, had no 
intentions, or motives but what were pure and. 
good? 

But to leave the other branches of the re- 
formation, in which our countrymen think 
themselves less concerned, and to confine 
our consideration to the reformation of Eng- 
land, such as it is represented by historians 
of its own communion, we shall scarce find 
one step taken towards that grand revolution 
in religion, but what was visibly influenced 
by some irregular motive. 

The first step that was made in this work, 
was the divesting the pope of his authority 
in this realm, and upon what motive this was 
brought about, Dr. Heylin informs us, in the 
preface to the History of the Reformation: 
“King Henry” says he, “being violently 
hurried with the transport of some private 
affections, and finding that the pope appeared 
the greatest obstacle to his designs, he first 
divested him by degrees of his supremacy. 
This opened the first way to the reformation, 
to which the king afforded no small counte- 
nance out of politic ends.” 

This first step was followed by another, 
which was the dissolution of the religious 
houses, and putting the revenues into the 
king’s hands: of which I shall say no more, 
than that even Protestants themselves, gene- 
rally speaking, cannot help condemning these 
proceedings; but are not so charitable as to 
believe, that the king, or his ministers were 
influenced herein by any other motive than 
avarice. 

In king Edward the VIth’s days, the refor- 
mation made a far greater progress by the fa- 
vour of the duke of Somerset, lord protector, 
his successor Dudley, duke of Northumber- 
land, and the other great men about the 
court, than by the inclinations, either of the 
clergy, or the people. These great men of 
the court found their interest in the reforma- 
tion, by making up their estates out of the 
spoils of the Church, as may be seen in Dr. 
Heylin’s history, who, though a great friend 
to the lord protector, is forced to acknow- 
ledge his manifold sacrileges in this kind; (2) 
a demonstration that his zeal for Protestan- 
cy, was not grounded upon conscience. And, 
as for the duke of Northumberland, he ac- 
knowledged publicly at his death, that being 
blinded by ambition, he had acted all along 
against his conscience, and what better judg~ 


———t 


(1) Sce Heylin’s Cosmog, 2d. edit, p, 484, 401. 











(2) 54, 72, 78, 116, 
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ment can we make of the rest of the gran- 
dees of the court, when we find those great 
sticklers for the Protestant reformation, as 
they pretended to be, in king Edward’s days, 
all to a man, going to mass in king Henry’s 
time, and all returning to mass in queen Ma- 
ry’s. 

T But concerning the proceedings of these 
great ones of the court, and the motives up- 
on Which they proceeded, let us hear Dr. 
Heylin in his preface, where he tells us: 
“That under colour of removing such cor- 
ruptions as remained in the church, they had 
cast their eyes upon the spoil of shrines and 
images, (though still preserved in the great- 
est part of the Lutheran churches,) and the 
improving of their own fortunes by the chan- 
tery lands, all which most sacrilegiously they 
divided amongst themselves.” Then speak- 
ifg of the Zuinglian gospellers inveighing 
against altars: “The touching of this string,” 
said he, ‘“‘ made excellent music to most of 
the court, who had before cast many an envi- 
ous eye on those costly hangings, that massy 
plate, and other rich and precious utensils, 
which adorned these altars—besides there 
was no small spoil to be made of copes— 
some of them being made of cloth of tissue, 
of cloth of gold and silver, or embroidered 
velvet. And might not these be handsomely 
converted into private uses, to serve as car- 
pets for their tables, coverlets to their beds, 
or cushions to their chairs and windows?— 
Hereupon some rude people are encouraged 
underhand to bear down some altars, which 
makes way for an order of the council to take 
down all the rest, and set up tables in their 
places, followed by a commission to be exe- 
cuted in all parts of the kingdom for seizing 
of the premises for the use of the king. But 
as the grandees of the court intended to de- 
fraud the king of so great a booty, and the 
commissioners to put a cheat upon the court 
lords, who employed them in it; so they were 
both prevented in some places by the lords 
and gentry of the country, who thought the 
altar cloths, together with the copes and plate 
of their several churches, to be as necessary 
for themselves as for any others. This change 
drew on the the alteration of the former litur- 
gy.” So far the doctor. 

But as religion could not be changed 
without the concurrence of the parliament, 
let us hear from the same Protestant histori- 
an, of what kind of men this reforming par- 
liament, which first settled the Protestant 
religion in this kingdom was composed; and 
by what motives they were influenced:— 
“The parliament (of king Edward VI.) met 
on the 4th of November, in which the cards 
were so well packed that there was no need 
of any other shuffling to the end of the game. 
Though this parliament consisted of such 
members as disagreed amongst themselves in 
respect of religion, yet they agreed well 
enough together in one common principle, 
which was, to serve the present time, and 
preserve themselves. For though a great 
part of the nobility and not a few of the chief 
gentry in the House of Commons, were cor- 
dially affected to the church of Rome; yet 
were they willing to give way to all such acts 
and statutes as were made against it, out of 
a fear of losing such church-lands as they 
were possessed of, if that religion should pre- 
vail and get up again. And forthe rest, who 
either were to make, or improve their ‘for- 


tunes, there is no question to be made, but 
that they came resolved to further such a re- 
formation as should most visibly conduce to 
the advancement of their several ends: which 
appears plainly by the strange mixture of the 
acts and results thereof—some tending to the 
present benefit and enriching of particular 
persons; and some again being devised of 
purpose to prepare a way for exposing the 
revenues of the church unto spoil and ra- 
pine.” 

As queen Elizabeth and her chief minis- 
ters took the same method as the court refor- 
mers of king Edward’s days had done, en- 
riching themselves at the expense of the 
church: (1) so we have all the reason in the 
world to think that they acted upon the like 
motives. Though what seems to have had 
the greatest influence upon the queen to make 
her so close a friend to the reformation, was: 
“That she knew full well that her legitima- 
tion and the pope’s supremacy could not stand 
together, and that she could not possibly main- 
tain the one without discarding the other.” 


(2) 


(1) As may be seen in Dr. Heylin, p. 280, 292, 293, 
295, 310, 313, 328, &e. 
(2) Dr. Heylin, p. 275. 


QSoSooSOS 
FRANCE. 


We regret to observe in several parts of 
this country, aspirit of tumult directed against 
religion, yet we trust that it may subside: 
we are informed, and believe, that the spirit 
of the great body of the people is favourable 
to the interests of religion, and this spirit 
must in the end predominate. The conduct 
of the Bishops and clergy of France in the 
present crisis, is equally creditable to them- 
selves, beneficial tothe church, and mortify- 
ing to their enemies. We must acknowledge 
that we should be pleased at the result, if 
they thought proper to follow the advice of 
the Abbe de la Mennais. We have always 
believed that upon a balance of the good and 
evil which results from the clergy being ei- 
ther the salaried pensioners, or the protected 
proprietors under the superintendance, or su- 
pervisorship of any government, or of any 
oligarchy, or of any corporation, the evil far 
outweighed the good. 

The case to which our anxiety has been 
chiefly directed since the late revolution in 
France has occurred, and the difficulty has 
arisen in a way which appears to perplex the 
government. The Catholic religion is no 
longer the religion of the State. Upon what 
ground then can the State interfere with its 
concerns? Six Diocesses are vacant. Pre- 
lates have been nominated, and the necessa- 
ry documents for their consecration have been 
received from the holy see: they lie in one 
of the government offices. For what pur- 
pose? The government has separated itself 
from the church, what has it to do with ec- 
clesiastical concerns? Yet it retains docu- 
ments, and thus interferes—what would be 
said if any of our governments undertook to 
interfere with any of our ecclesiastical con- 
cerns?—To keep our sees vacant?—As those 
of Tholouse, Sens, Meaux, Rhodez, Bayon- 
ne and St. Die have been kept by the French 
government, though the documents have been 
perfected in Rome since the middle of July, 








and have been in the custody of Louis Phil- 


lipe since his a¢cession. We can see no 
ground for the interference, now that church 
and state have been separated, except the 
plea of the salary. We trust that because of 
this grant of wages, the French church will 
not succumb to what the Irish church has 
spurned with reprobation. We should indeed 
rejoice if the proposition of the Abbe de la 
Mennais was adopted, and the church of 
France was thus, as we trust she will be, 
completely severed from the purlieus of the 
Palais-royal.— Cath. Mis. 





To shew that Roman Catholics are not 
singular in their opinion relative to Martin 
Luther and John Calvin, the self-sent and 
rebellious ringleaders of the misnamed Re- 
formation, we select the following passage 
from the 115th page of the Second Letter of 
Mr. Whitman, to Professor Stuart, on “Reli- 
gious Liberty. Those Letters are well calcu- 
lated to expose the unwarrantable pretensions 
of Calvinism in this country, and its ultimate 
object, which is as fully opposed to true lib- 
erty, as it is to the Doctrines of Christ. 


And permit me to inquire, if there was any 
remarkable agreement. between Calvin and 
Luther, so as to cause you to distingush these 
two from the rest of the Reformers? I think 
not; although I admit that these two did not 
proceed so far as some others in reforming 
several Catholic doctrines, and therefore had 
more points in common. It does appear to 
me, that they quarrelled in a most shameful 
manner, and that there has been but precious 
little harmony among their followers. Did 
my limits permit, I could produce a great 
abundance of evidence in proof of these as- 
sertions; but I must content myself with a 
few quotations from their writings. From 
'the commencement of the Reformation, the 
Calvinists and Lutherans were embroiled in 
most bitter controversy, At an early period 
of its progress, a champion was appoiated by 
each party to settle some disputed subjects 
in public debate. Beza was delegated to 
defend the Calvinistic doctrine, and Andre 
the Lutheran. After along war of words, 
in which no difficulties were adjusted, Beza 
thus declared: ‘‘ Quia dextras fraternitatis no- 
bis porrigere recusatus, et nos pro fratribus ag- 
noscere non vultis, amicitic dextras etiam nolo.” 
The meaning of which is this: “ Because 
you will not give us the right-hand of fellow- 
ship, nor acknowledge us as brethren, nei- 
ther indeed will I extend to you the right- 
hand of friendship.” Does this look like 
union? Andre thus answered: “ Ergo inter- 
miltatur.” ‘‘ Let us then terminate our dis- 
pute.” The old writer, from whom this fact 
is taken, thus concludes the account. ‘ Imo 
creverunt odia.” ‘Thus the enmity of the 
two parties rather increased.” Is this evi- 
dence of agreement? But thisis only the be- 
ginning of testimony. In several of the Lu- 
theran writers of the first respectability, you 
find the doctrine of Calvinism pronounced 
“ sacrilegam, execrandam, abominandam, et 
diabolicam.” ‘ The doctrine of Calvinism is 
sacrilegious, execrable, abominable, and de- 
vilish.” Is this the language of Cfiristian 
fellowship? But let us proceed to the say- 
ings of the great Reformers themselves.— 
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Among other points of difference, Luther be- 
lieved that the soul was material, and slept 


No. Look at Andover and Princeton. Let 
the Professor elect adhere to the Scriptures 





with the body until the resurrection. Calvin | ever so firmly, still you will not permit him 
was violently opposed to this opinion, and ac- | to enter upon the duties of the station, unless | 
cordingly wrote a book to controvert this dan- | he will first profess nis hearty belief in all the | 

erous error, entitled, “‘ Psychopannychia.” | articles of a long human creed, and his sol-| 
n this work, he calls all who advocate Lu-!emn determination to teach his pupils no opin- | 
ther’s doctrine of the sleep of the soul, “ bab-|ions contrary to its published statements.— | 
blers, madmen, dreamers, and drunkards.” | And unless he will renew his sacred obliga- | 
Are these the most appropriate expressions of | tions every five years, he must be excluded | 
brotherly love? Let us now hear Luther’s| from the institution, and followed into the) 
opinion of the spirit of the Calvinists. Here | world by the reproaches and persecutions of | 
you have it in his own words. ‘ Spiritus|the leaders of your party, although he still | 
Calvinistarum est diabolicus spiritus, mendaz | retains his Christian character and his firm) 
spiritus, rebellionis et dissentionis spiritus, fugi- |adherence to the Scriptures. When you ad- 
twus, inconstans, et verliginosus spiritus.’’— | mit a believer to the ordinances of Christian 
“The spirit of the Calvinists is a devilish | baptism and the Lord’s Supper, do you make | 
spirit, a lying spirit, a rebellious and quarrel-|the Scriptures the sufficient and only rule of 
some sprit, a cowardly, changing, giddy spi- | faith and practice? No. Look at the terms 
rit.””. Remember that these are the kind ex-| of admission and excommunication in Ortho- 
pressions of Luther’s friendship. Let us| dox churches. Let the candidate for mem- 
hear his opinion respecting the Calvinists | bership adhere to the Scriptures ever so firm- | 
themselves. Here you have it in his own |ly, still you will not admit him to your com-| 
words. “ Calviniste sunt, fanatici, progenies | munion, unless he will first profess his hearty | 
viperina, animicide, impii, blasphemi, decepto-| belief in all the articles of a long human | 
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JUST PUBLISHED, 


And for sale at P. Moonry’s Catholic Book-store, 
ederal street, Boston; also, at Patrick Denvir’s Book- 
store, Main-Street, Charlestown, a number of useful 
and interesting little works, among which are the follow- 
ing, which may be had on the most favorable terms: 


1. Winter EveninG DiAaLoGues between John 
Hardman and John Cardwell, or thoughts on the 
Rule of Faith, in a series of letters,—18 mo. 


2. Lerrers oN THE SpanisH INQUISITION, 
Arare work, and the bgst which has ever appeared 
on the subject: by M. Le Comte Joseph. Le Mais- 
tre; translated from the French, with additional 
notes and Illustrations: by T. J. O’ Flaherty, S. E. 
C.—12 mo. 


8. Proors or THE TRUE CHURCH, IN TWO 
Parts; by Clement Winceslaus, Archbishop and 
Elector of Treves, and bishop of Augsburg; trans. 
lated from the French.—24 mo. 


4, THe Yournu’s Director; or familiar In- 
structions for Young People; which may be found 
useful also, to persons of every sex, age, and condi- 
tion of life; illustrated with a number of historical 
traits and edifying examples; translated from the 
French.—24 mo. 


5. InvincisLeE Reasons, which should forever 





res, sanguinaru, infernales molossi, Germanici | creed. 


Turce, a Sathana missi el obsessi, Mahometani 
baptizati, perdiabolati, transdiabolati,superdia- 
bolati.” fn Kentucky, I think this would be 
considered as going for the whole. I would 
not give the English of this passage, were it not 
to gratify my Orthodox readers with as many 
of the choice sayings of the venerated Re- 
former as my limits permit. Here it is.— 
“The Calvinists are fanatics, a progeny of 
vipers, soul-murderers, impious, blasphemous, 
deceivers, blood-thirsty, hellish dogs, German 
Turks, sent and possessed by Satan, baptized 
Mahometans, very devilish, more than devil- 
ish, superlatively devilish.” This is pretty 
strong language for one “ pious and blessed” 


And should a prayerful perusal of | attach a Roman Catholic to his Religion, and en- 
the sacred writing lead him to reject any of gage all Protestants to embrace the same.—24 mo. 
its statements, you will neither give him a 6. A sHorT ExposiTIOoN oF THE MARKS OF THE 
dismission from your body nor a recommen- | Trays Cuurcy; by Canpinau GerpiL. Translat- 
dation to a more liberal church, but proceed | ed from the French, for the first time; to which is prefix- 
to excoummunicate him for heresy, although |ed a brief and interesting sketch of the life of the illus- 
he still retains his Christian character, and | 0¥s writer. 

his firm adherence to the Scriptures. When| 7. A sure Way to find out rue Truz Rext- 
you determine the principles of ministerial | G10N, in a conversation between a Father and his Son, 


intercourse, do you make the Scriptures the 
sufficient and only rule of faith and practice? 
No. Look at the proceedings in Baltimore 
and especially in Massachusetts. Let the 
minister be Orthodox in sentiment and ad- 
here to the Scripture ever so firmly, still you 
will not welcome him to pulpit exchanges, un- 





Reformer to use towards the followers of| less he will subscribe to the articles of a long 


by the late Rev. T. Baddely. 


8. A Suaver for Joun Cuettxe, Methodist 
Preacher; or, a Vindication of the Doctrine of the Real 
Presence of Jesus Christ in the Holy Eucharist, as taught 
by the Catholic Church: in two letters to a friend; by 
the Rev. J. A. Mason, formerly a Methodist Preacher. 


The Public are respectfully informed, that MANN- 
tnG’s SHort Way To END DisPurEs is now in 


another, with whom he was on terms of per- 
fect agreement. It is certainly rather a no- 
vel mode of expressing union, harmony, af- 
fection, and cordial co-operation. Had such 
expressions come from Unitarians, would you 
have regarded them as the most expressive 
signs of Christian fellowship? I think suffi- 
cient evidence has been produced to convince 
the world’s people, that there was no love 
lost between Calvin and Luther; and that 
their wonderful agreement in the great doc- 
trines of the Reformation did not produce the 
most Christian disposition in either. I will 
only add, that I shall never more be surprised 
at the denunciations of the Orthodox, while 
I remember that they proceed from those who 
“ choose to walk and insist on walking in the old 


paths of the Reformers.” 


The following Extract from the same work, 
shews the inconsistency of Calvinism, and 
indeed of every other sect, which a self-styl- 
ed Reformation brought into the world. It 
exhibits the palpable contradiction of Sec- 
tarians, who assert that the Bible is the sole 
Rule of Faith, when their practice is in evi- 
dent opposition to their Theories. 

Does the Orthodox denomination make the 





Scriptures the surricienr and onty rule of|these are sufficient to convince the public, Rosxnt ems 
faith and ter’ Let us descend to par- |that the first, great, fundamental principle of a sm carer 
hen you induct a Professor into |the Reformation, is palpably, and habitually, 


oa 


ticulars. 
his responsible office in your Theological 
Seminaries, do you make the Scriptures the 


sufficient and only rule of faith and practice? 





é ‘ Press, which will also shortly appear. 
/human creed. And if he should either deny | - 7 °PP 


|the utility of human creeds, or refuse to en-| , 07> Distant Book-cellers, and others whe may Bq 


: : isposed to take a number of the above works, will be 
ter the exclusive system, he is shut out from | ajowed a reasonable discount. 
your society and sympathy, and either his| 
pulpit declared vacated, or unhallowed exer- | 
tions are used to render his church vacant, | p 
although he still retains his ministerial char- | Second Vol. of the 
acter, his Orthodoxy, and his firm adherence | JESUIT, orn CATHOLIC SENTINEL. 
tothe Scriptures. When you settle the terms | 
on which the proprietors in your meetin Rane yr 
4 ;  s 8- | Maurice Moriarty, 
|houses may vote for their own min’s‘ers, do| Rey, C. D. Frencu, 
|you make the Scriptures the sufficunt and on-| Rev. J. O’CauLacuan, 
| ly rule of faith and practice? No. Look at | James M’Nauty, 
|those churches which you have lately endea- | PATR1cK Mooney, 
| voured to chain down to Orthodoxy with the | Parricx Denvir, 


Let the| 





LIST OF AGENTS FOR THE 





Quebec. 
Montreal. 
Portland, Maine. 
Burlington, Vt. 
Swanton, Vt. 
—Boston. 

{ Charlestown and’ 

Lechmere Point. 























oe fetters of trust-deeds. J | Joun Green, Cambridge. 

owners of the house adhere to the Scriptures | Parricx Powers,— Lowell. 

ever so firmly, still you will not allow them to| Rev. J. Manowx, Salem. 

vote for the pastor they must maintain, unless D. O’Cattanan, Tee? Mass. 
ew- York. 








7 . ; . Joun L. Ditton 
pe Ae wade profess their hearty belief in | Rev. Joun Conny, Taunton & Prov. 
icles of a long human creed. And\m.5. Moonry een 

pe a prayerful perusal of the Bible should bee Munnar, $ Brooklyn, WV Y. 
/compel them to ‘dissent from the declarations | Joan Manninc,._————-Allbany, NV. Y. 

of this human standard, they must forfeit their ; Ticondaroga, Es- 


|right of voting for their own preacher, and sex County, A. ¥- 


. . . Joun McGuican,——_——— Philadelphia. 
pace to their wiser neighbours to place one | Rev. P. Rasvanct, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


over them, although they still retain their |, Pleasant-Hill, 
Christian character and their firm adherence |J°#% SP4LD1NG, —} Cha’s. Co..Mary’d- 
to the Scriptures. Many more instances of |Joun D. Murpny, —— Washington, D. ©. 
a similar character might be mentioned; but Rev, Mr. Van Lommet,— Georgetown, D. C. 
Norfolk, Va. 
Bardstown, Ky. 

— Charleston, S. C. 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 
—Zanesville, Ohio. _ 
Frep. C, Hase,——————Perryville, Missoutt. 
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and systematically violated by the leaders of | Rev. R. P. Mixes, 
the Orthodox denomination. 























